Extracts and Notes on Profections 


The following are extracts from various texts relating to the technique of profection. For the most 
part the authors agree that one sign equals one year of life; most indicate beginning from the 
Ascendant and counting 30 degrees. The months are generally also counted off using one per 
month, beginning from the year's profection sign but there are variations. The same for days, they 
are usually allotted one sign per day beginning from the sign of the profection month, but again, 
some vary the technique. 


Most of the authors also used Solar Returns, divisors (from directing the Asc through the bounds) 
and some form of primary direction in conjunction with the profection with a few throwing in 
Ptolemy's Ages of Man, the Firdaria as well as other techniques. I have not included references to 
these techniques except in the odd spot where I've interpreted the solar return positions as profected 
positions. 


Manilius trans. By G.G. Goold 
Astronomica 3.510-559 


“ 


° ow I shall assign their special periods of life in classes to the signs; for the signs are also 
allotted to their own particular years and months and days and hours of days; and during these 
periods they each exercise a special influence.” 


° “The first year of life will belong to that sign in which at birth the Sun has shone, since the Sun 
takes a year's duration to traverse the firmament, the next and subsequent years are 
consecutively bestowed upon the signs in their order.” 


¢ “The Moon shall denote the months, since in a month it completes its course. The Horoscope 
brings under its regency the first days and the first hours, and hands the others to the following 
signs, that every period of time might be distributed over every sign of the zodiac and vary its 
movements through the sequence of signs, according as it made a change to each one as it 
came round in the circle.” 


¢ “This is why such extremes of experience are found in the passage of time, and good is linked to 
bad, sorrow attends success, and in its inconstancy fortune maintains no steady course: to such 
an extent is it varied and changing, nowhere remaining the same; and by its commutation of 
everything in the lives of us all it has forfeited our trust.” 


¢ “Nowhere does year bear resemblance to year or month to month; the very day, ever different, 
looks in vain for the replica of itself, and no hour's space is fully run in the likeness of another, 
because the periods are mutually at variance, being, inasmuch as they are divided into all the 
sections of fleeting time, subject to their own special signs, and hence bring it about the lives 
and fortune of the living are a reflection of the stars, by whose changes we ourselves then 
change.” 


¢ “There are some who approve an alternative scheme: from the sign at the edge of the rising 
heavens, which the founders of astrology call the Horoscope, since from that point are 
measured the hours of day, every class of calculation is made both in the divisions of time and 
in their distribution to signs; the years and months and days and hours start from the same 
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source and are passed on to the following signs; however, even though all the periods proceed 
from a common origin, the sequences are dissimilar, because some periods are slower, some 
quicker to complete the circle.” 


“To every sign there comes an hour just once a day, a day twice in the month, a month once in 
the year, and a year once in twelve annual courses of the Sun. It would be difficult for all the 
periods to revolve concurrently in the same time, so that together in a single sign the same year 
and month and day and hour coincide: the cycle of time is at variance with itself. It oft happens 
that those who have drawn the year of a gentle sign are passing the month of a harsher one; oft 
that, if the month falls to a benign constellation, the sign of the day will be a sign of woe; oft 
that, if fortune smiles on the day, the hour will be a sombre one.” 


“Tt is not ordained that anything should place total reliance on itself: the years may not rely on 
their signs alone, nor the months on those of the revolving years, nor the day on those of the 
months, nor any hour on the sign of the day. The reason is that now these speed ahead, these lg 
behind; one period now deserts the others, and now is of their company, it successively moves 
away or comes back, and undergoes the changing influences of another, always being disturbed 
by the irregular cycle of the days.” 


In his introduction, Goold points out that the two systems of chronocrators are incompatible; the first 
says to start counting the years from the Sun's sign, the months from the Moon's sign and the days from 
the ascending sign while the second method starts counting all three from the ascending sign. In both 
systems, the chronocator for the period is the ruler of the sign arrived at. 
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Dorotheus trans. by Ben Dykes 


Profections 


¢ “When a native is born, then the lord of the year is the lord of the house in which the native was 


born. And count likewise from the Ascendant, a year for each sign, until it ends up at the year 
which you want: for the lord of the year is the lord of that house.” (IV.1.1-2) 


Interpretation 


¢ “So look at the lord of that sign: is it a fortune or infortune, and how was its position in the root 
of the nativity, and in which phase! was it? And from the root of the nativity is known what there 
is in the beginning of the year (and the beginning of the year is always when the Sun enters the 
beginning of the minute in which he was on the day the native was born’).” (IV.1.3-4) 


* “So if the lord of the sign was western’, then hardship will afflict the native, and if the planet 
was also under the glow of the Sun’, and it is retrograde, it is like that. And if the planet was 
under the rays of the Sun and it is increasing in calculation (and not decreasing)’, then it is 
better for him, and is fitting.” (IV.5-6) 


¢ “[And] likewise the ancient scholars of the people of Babylon and Egypt said: if the Sun or 
Moon <does not> look at that sign from the triplicity’ of that sign in which it is—they said if it 
was like that, then be sure that the planet which is the lord of the year is in its own house: for 
truly it will not do evil. And if it was in the house of an enemy, then it will be harsher for its evil, 
because he will become ill, and harm will afflict him, and loss in his assets” (IV.7-8) 


Lord of the Year in Bad Condition 
If the lord of the year is found to be in the condition described above in IV.7-8 then, if it is found that... 


¢ “Mars is the one managing the year, then his reason and his opinion will be faulty, and his 
reason will veer off to the right and left and various places, and he will be afflicted from blood, 
iron, and nosebleed, or in reason and logic, and perhaps there will be illness and powerful 
harm, or he [will] travel on a journey in which there is no good nor benefit, and he will be in 
exile from his country.” (IV.1.9) 


_ 


Dykes footnote: “That is, its relation to the Sun and its direction of motion” 

This line is often read as referring to a Solar Return; however, it could simply mean that each new year, for the purpose 
of timing, begins when the Sun, in the current year, occupies its radix degrees which can happen on the birthday but also 
on the day before or after. 

Believe this is refers to a planet being “west” of the Sun i.e. setting into the Sun, in particular as its followed by a 
statement involving combustion. Also, the “western” criteria would apply specifically to the superior planets as we are 
told elsewhere that the inferior planets are better if they are “western”. 

Pingree has “Jf the planet also is under the Sun's light [in opposition or inferior conjunction] ”’ which might include 
combustion and Schmidt's “curtailed passage” 

It's better if a planet is “direct” (increasing) in motion i.e. direct and moving fast versus “decreasing” moving slower 
than average and heading into retrograde motion. 

Think he's referring to the Sun or Moon (possibly the sect light in particular) being in a sign of the same triplicity as the 
profected sign which would imply friendship between them. 
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“Saturn...above the earth, then it is bad assets, and an illness from coldness will afflict him in 
his body, and inflammation of the lung, and injury, and his assets will decrease, and perhaps a 
sting will afflict him, and evil will also affect him from work [which is] in his hands, and 
frustration in everything afflicting him—of his work, anxiety, sorrow, and illness.” (IV.1.10) 


“Jupiter, then he will have little eagerness for assets, and his assets will decrease without them 
being snatched away from him, and without his renouncing them willingly; but so that he will 
rejoice or there will be benevolence from the country of his fathers or from children.” (IV.1.11) 


“Venus...,then harm, conflict, and ugly defect will afflict him in relation to women.” (IV.1.12) 


“If Mercury was managing the year and he is under the glow of the Sun, then harm will afflict 
him [the native] from commerce or from a partner, or from writing and calculation, or from 
slaves or what is like slaves, and his hope will be cut off (apart from what God wills), and they 
will impute to him what he has not done, and perhaps assets and what is good will be laid 
before him and he will not accept it.” (IV.1.13). 


Lord of the Year in Good Condition 
If the Lord of the Year was... 


“Mars..,eastern’, then it makes the activity he is in be quickly successful, and it will intensify 
the intellect of the man” (IV.I.16) 


“Saturn,...,and he is eastern, in his own glow, then the native will be a master of land, sowing, 
and planting, and everything new, and he will dig canals and rivers” (IV.1.17) 


“Jupiter and he is in his own glow, appearing from under the rays, eastern, then he will have 
good praise from the nobles, and every work in his hands will be completed, and he will be 
exalted above the nobles and if a child had been judged for him, [the child] will inherit the 
assets of its fathers” (IV.1.18) 


“Venus...,eastern, then joy, sex, and good will affect the native because of women” (IV.1.19) 


“Mercury...eastern, in a suitable place, then he will gather assets and attain good from wisdom, 
opinion, knowledge, and good praise, with the help of God” (IV.1.20) 


Planets in or aspecting the profected sign 


Dorotheus tells us what to expect from planets in or aspecting (by trine, square, or opposition), the 
profection sign for the year. 


“Saturn...then criticism will be made about the native’, and ignorance and harm will afflict 
him, and enmity from the people and the country; and among them are those with whom the 
Sultan is angry and is hostile to them. If the year reached the stake of the earth or the stake of 
the west, and Saturn is in it or looking at it...,then harm and enmity will afflict him from the 
people, and evil will be feared for him from it. And if it was <like> that and Mars is also 
looking at it, then the evil is harsher, afflicting him from cutting by iron, or choking, or burning 
by fire, or sweating or fever, if that ought to be [the case] for him. Now if Jupiter looked at 


7 Think eastern refers to the lord of the year's relationship to the Sun. 
8 Pingree says “the native will have a bad reputation” 
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those infortunes, then the illness will be easy.” (IV.1.21-24) 


“Mars...what will afflict him of evil will be like what I stated above {about Saturn]... 
Mars and Saturn both looking at that sign, then that year hardship will afflict the native, as well 
as sorrow, and he will be afraid with respect to kings and their anger.” (IV.1.26,28) 


“Jupiter...he ought to have children, he will have them as well as a son-in-law, and his assets 
will increase” (IV.1.27) 


“Venus...then it will not be misfortune, and he will be proficient and admirable; and if he is of 


the age to marry, he will marry and have a child—if [Venus] has a suitable position in the root” 
(IV.1.29) 


“Mercury...[if] suitable, then he will attain good and a child will be born to him. Now if Saturn 
looked at him, then he will be humiliated because of his child, and will be sad because of 
slaves, and fighting and sorrow will afflict him.” (IV.1.31) 


“Moon..., and Saturn was looking at her, then illness will affect that native, and his body will be 
corrupted. And if Mercury was looking at Saturn, then it is more unfortunate for him, his work 
will increase, and fighting will afflict him as well as clamor and misfortunes from the dead” 
(IV.1.33) 


“And if the year reached the place of an infortune, and it is in it (or the other infortune was in 


it’), the he will not work at anything, and he will flee, but be discovered in a crime due to [his] 
exile and haste” (IV.1.28) 


Profections to the Radix Angles 


“And if the conversion of the years reached the Ascendant, and Jupiter and Venus are looking 
at it, then the native will attain good and respect, joy, and a child, and he will marry a woman. 
And if Saturn and Mars were looking, then it decreases his assets and his good, and he will be 
sad about his relatives.”’ (IV.1.35) 


“And if in the conversion of years there was an arrival to the sign which was the fourth or 
seventh, and in it is Saturn (or he looks at it from the fourth or seventh"’),then that is a harsh 
indication, and he will have powerful pain or sorrow about assets. And if Mars was with him, 
then it is more unfortunate, and blood will afflict him, and misfortunes from fire, and hot 
illnesses will afflict him, and he will fall from a distant place, and he will not attain good, or he 
will [have] the appearance of a madman.” (IV.1.37-38) 


“And if the conversion of the years reaches [what had been] the tenth sign at the hour he is 
born, <and an infortune is> in it or looking at it, then every evil and tribulation will afflict that 
native, and he will attain no good from God.” (IV.1.39) 


The Profected 7" 


“And look at that sign which the conversion of the years reached [by profection], and the 
seventh sign from it: who is looking at it from the seventh? For if Saturn and Mars (or one of 
them) was in the seventh, then there is no good in it. And also, if Venus and Jupiter were in it, 


9 Implies the year is in a sign of an infortune (YT "L 6 ®) with either 5 or 0” in the sign. 
10 Dykes footnote: “That is, from the square or opposition”’ 
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then it is suitable, rising up.” (IV.1.40-42) 


Dorotheus' “double places” 


In Book V.5, lines 9 thru 12 in particular, Dorotheus refers to “double-places”; the first few times I read 
these lines I thought he was referring to a planet being in a mutable or “double-bodied” sign; however, 

on closer reading I think he is really talking about signs that fall across two places or houses as he uses 

the term in connection with cadent places. 


“If the Moon is cadent toward the ninth from the cardine [which is] the house of government [the 
tenth] and it happens to be in a double place, then the action which he commences at that hour will 
be nullified and will not remain in one condition, and a transformation and disturbance will occur 
in it.”’ (Pingree V.5.9, emphasis added) 


“Let Jupiter or Venus be in the ascendent or in the house of government [the tenth]. Look 
concerning the condition of [these] stars and their positions as, if they happen to be under the 
[Sun's] rays or are retrograde in their motion or happen to be in a bad place that is double, which 
is when it is cadent from a cardine, then they will not have much power.” (Pingree V.5.10-11, 
emphasis added) 


Dykes translation of the above also uses the term “double-place” 


“And if the Moon was falling from the stake of the house of authority towards the ninth, and 
she occurs in a double place, for the work which he begins in that hour will be nullified and 
will not remain in one condition, and alteration and unrest will enter into it.” (Dykes p.235, 
emphasis added) 


“And look into the condition of the stars and their positions, for if they fell under the rays or 
were retrograde in their motion, or they fell into a bad place that is double (and it is where 
is falling from a stake [angle]), then they will not have much power.” (Dykes p.235, emphasis) 


Dorotheus appears to be saying that if the planet falls in the cadent section of the sign its effects are 
“nullified” and it “will not have much power.” 


This is very similar to the way Valens handles “destructive and non-destructive rays” which he 
describes with reference to operative and nonoperative places. In Book 3.3. Valens say a planet 
“which projects rays from an angle into inoperative degrees which precede an angle does not 
become destructive” (or beneficial). He defines “inoperative” areas as the areas cadent from the 
angles calculated from the MC/IC and Asc/Desc axes. Also, see Valens V.9 and IX.3. 


The key difference is that Valens says the aspect will not be destructive if it falls, for example, 
in the 12th. He does not say the planet itself is not destructive because it is in the cadent section 
of the sign. Dorotheus appears to be saying the planet itself will be weak and powerless, not 
just its rays. 


Dorotheus uses the similar language in a few other places: 
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“Tif] the lord of the Moon's sign happens to be in a double place or cadent, withdrawing from a 
cardine, then the beginning of this action will be good but its end bad” (Pingree V.5.16-17) 


“Tf you find the lord of the Moon in a strong place and the Moon in a double place, then it 
indicates that the beginning of his action will be difficult [and] slow, with no good in it, but [its] 
end will be good [and] it will come to him as he wishes.” (Pingree V.5.20) 


“Tf the Moon and its lord happen to be in a double place, then the beginning of this action will be 
bad and its end worse than the beginning.” (Pingree V.5.22) 


“[If] Venus is cadent from the cardines in a double place, then it is necessary that he be diligent in 
seeking the woman whom he courts as profit and joy will come to him from her.” (Pingree V.17.3) 


“Tf... Venus is above the earth...while the Sun is below the horizon or in a double place which is a 
cadent, then predict similarly about the weakness of the man and the strength of the woman.” 
(Pingree V.17.6) 


In each instance, the connection to a “double place” implies a planetary weakness consistent with a 
planet being in a cadent place more so than in a mutable sign. It is also an argument for the use of 
quadrant houses (for other than purely longevity techniques) during Dorotheus' time. 
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Ptolemy trans. by J.M. Ashmand 
The quotes are from the Astrology Classics publication, 2002 ed. Book IV Chapter X pages 139-142 


* “The arbiters of general times are to be determined by the foregoing method"; but the arbiters 
of annual periods as follows: viz. After the number of years which have elapsed since the birth 
has been ascertained, the amount is to be projected from each place of prorogation”, in the 
succession of the signs, at the rate of one sign for a year,and the lord of the last sign is to be 
assumed as the arbiter.” 


¢ “And, with regard to periods reckoned by months, the same rule is to be observed: for in this 
case also, the number of the month, as counted from the month of the nativity, is to be projected 
from such places as possess the dominion of the year, in the proportion of twenty-eight days per 
sign.” 

¢ “So, likewise in the case of periods reckoned by days, the number of the day, counted from the 


day of birth, must be projected from the monthly places of dominion, allowing for each sign two 
days and a third.” 


11 He'd just explained his version of directing according to primary motion. 

12 Ptolemy only directs “the ascendant...[for] events affecting the body, and to travelling, or change of residence; that from 
the part of Fortune, to incidents affecting the substance or wealth; that from the Moon, to actions of the mind, and to 
communion and cohabitation, that from the Sun, to dignities and glory; and that from the mid-heaven, to other 
particular circumstances of life, such as employment, friendship, and the possession of children” (IV.10) 
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Firmicus Maternus trans. By James Holden 


“ 


oreover, we find the year with very easy methods; for it always takes its beginning from the 
ASC, and the first year will be [the sign] in which the ASC is placed, the second in the second 
sign, the third in the third, and thus the others in order. Others do this same thing in diurnal 


nativities [beginning] from the Sun, in nocturnal nativities from the the Moon; and [that] is 
[also] right.” (11.28.3) 


“And so, in whatever sign the beginning of the year is, the ruler of that sign receives the first 
days, and after him the others, according as they are severally placed. And so, which star is 
allotted how many days—this I shall also tell: the Sun 53 days, the Moon 71, Saturn 85, Jupiter 
30, Mars 42, Venus 23, [and] Mercury 57.” (I1.29.3) 


“In this space of days, we can find all the things that happen to us, but first having looked 
carefully at the quality of the signs and houses. For well placed, if either the time or the months 
or the day was allotted, and it is benefic, it denotes all good things. But if a malefic star 
receives the time or the months or the days and is badly placed, it denotes misfortunes 
according to the quality of the places. Therefore, studying everything with prudent 


investigation, you will be able to explain most accurately the entire substance of the nativity.” 
(11.29) 


13 The days given total to 361, 4 days shy of a full year. Dykes, in a footnote to his 11.28 says the formula used is 
explained in Valens 1 V.3 as taking the planets lesser years multiplied by 2 and then adding 1/3 of the lesser years and 1/2 
of the lesser years, giving: 


530x2=60+ 10+ 15=85 ¥20 x 2=40+ 6 2/3 + 10 = 56 2/3 
412x2=24+4+6=34 © 19x 2=38+6 1/3 +9 1/2 =53 5/6 
0 15x2=304+5+7 1/2=42 1/2 D25x2=50+8 1/3 + 12 1/2=70 5/6 


9 8x2= 1642 2/3+4=22 2/3 


and rounding them would give: 85 + 34+ 42 + 23 +57+54+71 =366 


Extracts and Notes on Profections 


Paul of Alexandria trans. by James Holden 


Chapter 31 


“As many years as the native might live, that many we cast from the rising sign, giving the first 
year of the native's time [of life] to the ASC and the second to the succedent of the ASC, 
thereafter the next to the third sign from the ASC, and so on with the rest in the signs that follow 
until it completes the number 12. And again we give the 13" year to the ascending sign, and 
wherever the number leaves off by exhaustion, we say the year is there.” 


“Similarly again the month is worked out, beginning from the sign in which the year leaves off 


and giving to the next signs the required number of months, and where it leaves off, there we 
consider the month [to be].” 


“Likewise also you will work out the day, beginning from the sign in which the month fell, and 
similarly distributing the number of days that was found to the next signs, e.g. giving to each 
one day, until the number of 12 is completed, and beginning again from the ones previously set 
forth and filling out the number; for wherever the number gives out by exhaustion, there will be 
the day, as in the procedure for the year.” 


“As an example, someone comes to 26 years [of age] who has the ASC in Leo; we give the first 
year to the ASC, the second to the succedent of the ASC, which is Virgo, and the third in order 
to Libra, the fourth to Scorpio, the fifth following to Sagittarius, the sixth to Capricorn, the 
seventh to Aquarius, the eighth to Pisces, the ninth to Aries, the tenth to Taurus, the eleventh to 
Gemini, the twelfth to Cancer. Having finished the first twelve, beginning again anew we give 
the thirteenth to the ASC, which is Leo, the fourteenth to Virgo, and the next ones similar to the 
preceding, until again we give the 25" to the ASC, i.e to Leo, and the 26" falls in Virgo. Lord of 
the year: Mercury.” 


Lord of the Year 


“We look at Mercury, how he is situated in the nativity, and which ones of the stars aspect him 
and what is the sign in which the year is that they are beholding, and what [stars] in the 
nativity were configured with it. We find Mercury, lord of the year, in Aries, averted to the sign 
in which the year is. But the [star] of Jupiter in Gemini is in right square to it, and Saturn in 
Taurus is in right trine to it. Since the other stars of the nativity do not make much testimony to 
it, we will not have even a single prognostication of influences from them.” 


“Tt will be necessary to work out each year in this way, and to give the first month of the year to 
the sign in which the year fell, [in this case] Virgo, the second to Libra, the third to Scorpio, 
and you will do the rest [in order] similarly to the foregoing down to the month which you seek 
to know about.” 


“And the day too is sought by using the same method, [beginning] from [the of which] the birth 
took place. You will make [your star] from the sign in which the month fell, giving one day to 
each sign until the number of twelve is completed, and again giving the thirteenth day to the 
sign in which the month fell; and you will give [the remaining days] similarly in succession 
until the number of days is completed.” 
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Related Scholium (Greenbaum trans.) 
Material from Late Classical Astrology: Paulus Alexandrinus and Olymiodorus, ARHAT, p131-134 


First, how this zoidion and its lord are in the nativity, namely if it was in the same zoidion, that 
is, in its own house, but even if not in the same one, [if] it figured it by triangle, square, 
hexagon, or diameter. And whether, under these circumstances, the zoidion was hit by benefic 
stars or even the lord of the zoidion itself, or completely the opposite: the star was neither in its 
own zoidion in the construction, but was actually averse, nor did a benefic [make a] figure [to] 
the zoidion or its lord, but on the contrary, a malefic figured it. 


Second, examine in the same way also in the natal hour" of the year how that zoidion and its 
lord are—that is to say—the lord of that year, whether it is actually in the same zoidion or, even 
if it isn't actually [there], it hits them by triangle, square, hexagon, or diameter, and also 
benefic stars hit it by figure or are in it; or these are all opposite, that is, both the lord of the 
zoidion and of the year is averse from the zoidion and, on the contrary, malefics figure it or are 
actually in it. 


But if, on the other hand, the former things should be, all [will be] good and those good things 
will happen in that year based on what the place rules where that zoidion which rules the year 
should be found according to the construction of the nativity. Such as if the fourth place should 
be found in that zoidion at the time of the construction, under these circumstances, he will be 
fortunate in that year in those matters from what the fourth place rules, such as for parents and 
ancestors, fatherland and home, building sites, household goods, ships, association, and simply 
say, not only whatever the fourth place offers, but also from what other things the ruler of the 
zoidion is master, and he will prosper from these. Such as if Hermes is the lord, he will be 
distinguished in words that year; if Aphrodite, from a woman and simply by female persons. 
Also, if there is marriage in the year itself, he will marry profitably. 


[f the fifth place is that zoidion according to the nativity, it will be necessary to examine those 
[things] of which the fifth place is the ruler. You will find these in the tabular inspection. It is 
necessary also to examine the benefics which hit the zoidion occupying the year by figure. And 
the good things in that year come to be from these. But if they should be found all opposite, the 
greatest evils will happen in that year, especially of those matters which the place offers], the 
place being this one], in which that zoidion was according to the construction, and of what the 
malefic stars offer. The year is also unprofitable if the lord of the zoidion should be averse from 
its own zoidion, just as if it figured it in its [own zoidion], it would be profitable. 


But since it is not possible, or quite rare, for all to be found by one, so that the lord of the house 
should also be in it or figure it, and so that benefics figure it both according to the construction 
of the nativity and according to the birthday, and the zoidion occupying the year should be 
averse from the testifying of malefics; or, on the contrary, all the opposites [of these] should be 
found—but as for the most part all things are mixed up and are actually both useful and base, it 
will be necessary to examine if some predominate more, and what the more remarkable ones 
are and how much they occupy, and to put those out and display them. 


14 Ina footnote, Greenbaum adds “4 variant text has ‘day' instead of ‘hour' which is a bit more in keeping with Solar 
Revolutions.” 
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* Most remarkable of all is the star which is lord of the year being in its own zoidion or at any 
rate figuring it, just as, indeed, the one averse to it is bad and unprofitable. 


Hephaistio trans. by Robert Schmidt 


Book II.27 


“Project the multitude of the years from the Horoscokpos, and consider the lord of the zoidion at 
which it leaves off, whether it sees the Horoscokopos and whether it is oriental and additive [in 
numbers] and in its own places (that is, in its bounds or domicile or trigon or exaltation)....That, 
before all, it is necessary to investigate the lord of the year and its mixture and position and phase, 
and the planets that see it by fixity and by transit, and how it was situated at the nativity, and how it 
was found at the time of transit... 


And if the lord should be well configured by benefics, reveal the year to be the best, and if it should 
be found in the opposites of the aforesaid, it is clear that one must suppose the opposite [effect]. 
And if it also chances to be in another's domicile, it will be worse; and if the malefics that are so 
[configured] should be in another's domicile, still worse (for they cause illnesses or condemnations 
or travel abroad), but if the benefics [that are so configured should be in another's domicile], it will 
be lighter and more moderate (and they cause suspense, bringing expenditures for a voluntary 
purpose in the case of Zues, some feminine reproaches in the chase of Aphrodite, and fines and 
breaches of contract in the case of Hermes).”’ 


Book II.28 


“And concerning the months and days, likewise examine those of the stars present upon the zoidion 
on which the month or the day falls, or those seeing it, and make your conjecture accordingly. The 
zoidion on which it falls is known from the multitude of months projected from the natal month at 
one zoidion for one month in succession from the zoidion allotted the year. 


For each year, he says, keep any eye on the square and diametrical figures of the malefics in 
relation to the zoidion allotted the year...” 


“For the days project the multitude of days from the birthday from the zoidioin of the month every 
two and one-half days, and that zoidion upon which the multitude leaves off will have the days.” 


Extracts and Notes on Profections 


Valens trans. by Mark Riley 


Book IV.11 


Just trying to pull out generalities here, he is using a variety of chronocrators and not just referring to 
profections. 


“Consequently, it is necessary to make the determination <of the chronocator> only after first 
discovering in which signs or degrees the stars—and particularly the Ascendant—are located.” 


“To find the overall influence in any nativity, it will be necessary to count the years from the 
Sun, the Moon, and the Ascendant, and if the count ends at an empty place, then they (Sun, 
Moon, Ascendant) will be transmitting to the rulers of these <empty> signs. These three figures 
have great influence,whether the transmission is to benefics, to malefics, to the angles or 
operative places, or to places not at the angles.” 


“The cyclical rulers are the rulers of the Places. Likewise for each nativity or each later 
recasting, the ruler of the year is the overall house-ruler; the rulers of the new and full moons 
are the cyclical house-rulers.">” 


“[W]hen we investigate the length of life and bodily or mental activities, we count from the 
Ascendant.'°” 


“Tt is necessary to determine if the overall (i.e. universal) ruler is favorably related to the 
overall ruler of the nativity, or if it is the same.” 


“Tt is necessary to determine the influence of each star on all those in contact with it. Benefics 
and malefics will become influential according to the original basis of the nativity.” 


“Generally speaking, any star that transmits or receives while setting’’ is ineffective and 
hindering. If it is found to be a benefic, it provides only the appearance of good.” 


Book IV.12 Places 


Valens lists the 12 places and their natures: 


1; 


De 
a: 
4 


Ascendant — life, steering-oar, body, breath 
Gate of Hades — shadowy, giving and receiving, association 
Brothers — travel abroad, kingship, authority, friends, relatives, rents/revenues, slaves 


Rank, children, one's own wife and older individuals, activity, city, home, possessions, lodgings, 
alterations, change of place, dangers, death, confinement, religious matters 


Place of Children — friendship, association, slaves, freedmen, the completion of some good deed 
or benefaction 


15 Believe he's referring to the SAN here which can act as a position one can 'profect'. 

16 Valens goes on to list counting from the other planets and lots for specific things i.e. “For forecasts of dangers to health, 
diseases, bleeding, or the mother, we will start with the Moon. For forecasts of occupations livelihood, and work, we 
will start with MC.” and so on 

17 Believe he's referring to a planet “setting” into the Sun, which all the author's appear to agree is a great weakness. 
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Slaves, injuries, hostility, disease, sickness 
The Descendant — marriage, success, an affair with a woman, friendship, travel 


The Inactive Place — death, benefits from the deceased, law, sickness 


SO 200 a Os 


Friendship, travel, benefits from foreigners, God, king, magnates, astrology, oracles, 
appearances of the gods, mystic and occult matters, associations 


10. Occupation, rank, success, children, women, change, innovation in business 
11. Friends, hopes, gifts, slaves, freemen 
12. Foreign lands, hostility, slaves injures, dangers, tribunals, disease, death, sickness 


¢ “Each place acts in the way specified, and the nature of the Place in opposition also acts 
cooperatively.'*” 


¢ “When the transmission of the year has been found, we examine the Place where the 
transmitter is found and the Place where the receiver is found (using the twelve-Place system 
described above and the properties of the sign and the Place.) The transmission of the stars will 
have its own causative influence as well” 


For example, Saturn or Mars in the Ascendant indicates there will be bodily troubles, danger, or 
bleeding; if they are: 


© in the 7" from the Ascendant “there will be a turn to the worse because of a wife, or danger 
to a wife, or an upsetting crisis because of marriage.” 


© in the 9" from the Ascendant, “there will be hazardous travel, trouble abroad, or betrayal 
at the hands of foreigners.” 


© inthe 12" from the ascendant, “there will be grief because of slaves or enemy revolts. 


In other words, the star will activate those matters which each Place influences. If benefics 
are in these Places, they indicate something good: rank, profits, longed-for purchases, 
travel.” 


¢ “Determinations should also be made by taking into consideration the stars receiving from or 
in aspect with the Places, noting that the type of influence and the outcome of affairs will be 
determined by the transmitter, the receiver, and their Places. It will also be necessary to look at 
the ruler of the transmitter or of the receiver and the sign in which it is located, because this 
star too will be influential on the type of effect <to be expected>” 


¢ “One must observe whether the stars of the night or of the day sect are configured with their 
sect mates. If they are, they will be more effective for good than the other stars and will be a 
cause of great good fortune at the times of their own transmissions and transits. If they are not 
so configured, they will prevent advancement in rank and will hinder any benefits.” 


Transmission from 2™ or 8" 


¢ “Whenever the transmission or reception is in these Places, the native will benefit from aspects 


18 One thing Morinus fully agreed with. 
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relating to death. Greater benefits will accrue when benefics are in conjunction or aspect. If 
malefics are in conjunction or aspect, disputatious lawsuits will arise because of a legacy, and 
the year will be dangerous, calamitous, or impropitious.” 


Gemini and Sagittarius 


“[I]n any nativity Gemini and Sagittarius have the same general effect as the Place of Slaves 
because of their zodiacal position: when Cancer is in the Ascendant, the Place of Slaves falls in 
these signs. So even when a native has the Place of Slaves in another sign, but has malefics in the 
these (Gemini or Sagittarius), he will experience disturbances and injuries from slaves, even 
penalties, death, and flight, especially if Saturn is int these Places. 


If benefics are in these Places, the native will be thought well of <by slaves> and will receive 
benefits from them, and he himself will be a benefactor of slaves, or will indeed raise some, treating 
them as his children. Consider the same to be true for the rest of the Places which precede 
centers."”” 


Book IV.14 Effect of a planets phase with the Sun 


See notes on Planet Visibility and Lunar Phases 
* Rising” — their power is aroused, will cause the results appropriate to its nature 


* Retrograde — will delay expectations, actions, profits, and enterprises; in opposition to the Sun 
they are weak and thwarting, holding out only appearances and hopes 


* Past 2" Station — they cancel any delay and reinstate activities; they bring success and stability 
in life 
* Last Visibility (setting into the Sun’') — they bring obstacles and pains in one's accomplishment, 


bodily crises, illnesses, afflictions of the hidden parts; often they hold out rank and great hopes 
only to turn them to the worse 


Book IV.16 


¢ “[T]hose who are entirely fortunate will not be harmed by malefics entering operative places, 
nor will the humble be helped by benefics — all because of the overall predisposition <of the 
nativity>, which partial influences cannot change.” 


° “Tf the nativity is found to be rising to high position judging from the overall situation<?>, and 
if benefics have the chronocratorship in the detailed configuration of years, brilliant prospects, 
benefits, and success will follow. If malefics have the chronocratorship, uncertainties, 
disturbances, and bodily afflictions will follow, but the underlying <favorable> basis will 
remain unchanged.” 


° “Tf the nativity falls to low rank (again judging from the overall basis), even if benefics receive 
the yearly chronocratorship or are in transit, their influence for good will be quite weak and 


19 Possibly these Thema Mundi sign/place connections hold true for all the signs. 
20 A superior planet 15-120° ahead of the Sun, Mercury 15-28°, Venus 15-48°; in all cases, moving out of combustion. 
21 Same degree range as given for “rising” only this time the planets will soon become combust. 
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they will permit malefics to harm the nativity. So, not in every case do benefics have a benefic 
role or malefics a malefic role, but they interchange in the detailed configuration of years 
according to the overall basis of the nativity, becoming benefics <at one time, malefics at 
another.>” 


“Tf we find that benefics are in conjunction or aspect with the place we come to, or if the sign is 
operative, we can say that the outcome will have success, profits, and the fulfillment of wishes.” 


“ 


n any configuration it will be necessary to see in which sign the house-ruler of the house- 
ruler is located and how it is configured. If the house-ruler of the sign is unfavorably situated 
and indicates some crisis, but its house-ruler [dispositor] is favorably situated, relief from this 
evil will come, as well as partial benefits or a successful outcome of expectation.” 


“All stellar aspects are powerful, but the aspects of square and opposition are considered 
especially so. <Aspects> are considered <strong> in the signs of equal rising times...” 


Book IV.17 Influence of a planet 


“Each star in its own sect and favorably configured will show a causative influence depending 
on the basis of the nativity. The aspects and transits of the other stars will have great power to 
weaken or postpone a bad influence or to benefit and elevate <the native>. It is better if they 
are found rising and in operative” signs; if they are in the Descendant, or are inappropriately 
or badly situated and afflicted, they will turn to the worse.” 


Book V.2 Critical Years 


“In all cases, it is necessary to count off the years from the sign in the Ascendant. If the current 
year is found to be in the sign of the new or full moon”, or in the sign in square or opposition to 
the new or full moon sign, the year will be critical and troublesome, especially if (under these 
circumstances) Saturn is found to be passing through the four places which just preceded the 
angles at the nativity. If the basis of the nativity is in accord, death will follow, bodily weakness, 
bleeding, dangerous diseases, hidden troubles, falls, sudden changes.” 


“Tf either malefics alone or benefics alone are in conjunction or in configuration, with no 
aspect of the other, then the results will be definite.” 


“Tt will be necessary to examine the sign in which the ascending node of each nativity is 
located: note whether it is tropic, solid, bi-corporeal, and which star rules it. The effect of the 
sign will be weakened there. For we often find that stars which normally can have some effect 
at the nativity or at transits have no effect in these places. If they are at a phase while at the 
ascending or descending node, they become the causes of evil, especially if they are found to be 
retrograde or setting.” 


22 Operative signs are normally said to be those on the 1*, 10", 4", 7", 5", 9, 11" and sometimes the 3". The inoperative 
are those that fall averse to the Ascendant: 2", 6", 8", 12", these are usually considered the worst houses although in the 
next sentence Valens speaks of the 7" as also being a place of harm. 

23 Probably the sign where the SAN is found in the radix chart. 
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Book V.9 


° “Knowing that twelve Places are indicative for each nativity and that very many configurations 
can be derived from these Places and from the nature of the stars, we must observe the position 
of the angles and the interchange of Places. Often two Places fall together in one sign, or a 
presumed angle really just precedes the <true> angle’. This also occurs with the events 
indicated by the Ascendant.” (emphasis added) 


¢ “An example: Gemini in the Ascendant, MC in Aquarius when calculated by degree. This X 
Place includes the Places relevant to action, to rank, and to children. It also includes the Places 
of Foreign Lands and of the God, since it is found (when calculated by sign) in the IX Place 
from the Ascendant, and the transmission operative from places 4 and 5 signs apart act from it 
to the Ascendant, while the transmission operative from places 9 and 10 signs apart acts from 
the Ascendant to it. In the same way the sign in opposition to Aquarius (Leo, which is the IC) 
includes the Places relevant to buildings, estates, and parents, and the Places of the Goddess, 
brothers, and strangers; the transmission from places 3 and 4 signs apart acts from the 
Ascendant to it, while the transmission from places 10 and 11 signs apart acts from it to the 
Ascendant.””? 


¢ “In short, if we calculate the Places and the distances between stars by degree <not just by 
sign>, we will not go astray.” 


Transmissions in Profections 


Valens gives an example here for a man who is 33 with the profection in the 10". Asc and Mars are in 
Virgo, Moon and IC are in Scorpio, MC in Taurus. He says the transmission can go from the Moon (in 
4") to Mars (in 1"), “since they are both at angles” (10 signs apart), or from the Asc and Mars to 
Taurus (MC) (also 10 signs apart), and, “during this period the client worked [10th] abroad, [9"] was a 
friend of great men [10th], was in mortal danger because of a woman [Mars opp 7"?], and suffered 
cuts and bleeding [Mars].”’ 


He gives a number of other chart examples; with the “transmissions” always between planets that are 
the same number of signs apart (or in the same number series) as the profected sign is from the 
Ascendant i.e. 


* in an 8" year profection, he looked at the transmissions between planets 8 signs apart (3" to 
10") and said “a petition [3rd] for higher rank [10th] was submitted to the king but did not 
succeed” because the transmission was grievous being from Jupiter in Capricorn in the 3™ to 
Mars in Leo in the 10"; and 4 signs apart (10" to 1“) which brought on a series of unhappy 
incidents as the transmission was from Mars in the 10" to the Sun, Mercury; he fell from a 
horse (12th), was dragged and nearly lost his eyesight (Sun/Moon) and the Moon and Mercury 
“with regard to a female (Moon) he suffered gossip (Mercury), assaults (Mars), and a penalty 
(Venus?) so that each star had its own effect when it received the chronocratorship”’ 


* in a6" year profection, he checks planets that are 6 signs apart (8" to 1“) (in this particular 


24 Similar to Dorotheus' “double places”. In Book 9 he specifically describes a system which will divide signs into two 
places. His approach is a little different in that he credits both houses for effects during the same profected year i.e. a 
sign split across the 10" and 9" produces travel (9") related work (10"). 

25 Later on he describes a system of “transmission” developed by Critodemus that has planets 2, 3, 4, 5, etc signs apart 
“transmitting” during the corresponding 2, 3, 4, 5, etc. Profection years. 
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example he also noted that the transmission involved exaltation to exaltation as Mercury in 
Aries (Sun's exaltation) was transmitting to the Asc in Virgo (Mercury's exaltation) 


* in a9" year profection, he checks planets that are 9 signs apart (10" to 6") 


The chapter has a number of examples along these veins. One example describes a “successive 
transmission”, in an 11" year profection, Mars in Libra, the rising sign, put the native (1st) in danger 
of prison (12th) because of riots (Mars); Mars received the transmission from the Moon in the 3™ and 
he himself transmits to Saturn in the 11"; he calls these successive transmissions “grievous and 
dangerous” but goes on to say that because Jupiter was with the Moon and received the year from the 
Sun and Venus (in Aquarius in the 5") he was able to travel (Jupiter in 3“) with help from friends (11" 
and 5") presumably escaping prison (12th) 


, 


¢ “Each transmission had its own influence, and likewise each Place.’ 


° “Tf the sign where the count stops happens to be empty, then count from the position (at the 
nativity) of the ruler of the sign, and examine in the same way the place found..in other words if 
the count goes from star to star, use the stars for forecasting; if from a star to an empty sign, 
use the rulers of the signs.” e.g. 1f the count ends at Aries or Scorpio and there are no planets in 
the sign, count from Mars in the radix and if the count stops in a sign with Saturn “the year will 
be dangerous and troublesome” 


¢ Transmissions from the angles are strongest, next those from the succedents, and then those 
from the cadents 


¢ “Benefics transmitting or receiving from angles, exaltation, or operative places become the 
cause of great good and high rank; when transmitting or receiving signs which follow the 
angles, they cause moderate good; when transmitting and receiving from signs which precede 
the angles, they are weak. When transmitting or receiving from <signs> in opposition, they are 
damaging and troublesome.” 


¢ “In the same way malefics acting at the angles are the worst; in signs which follow the angles 
they are mediocre and bring crises slowly; in the signs which precede the angles they are less 
bad. When acting in opposition they are indicative of reversals and dangers.” 


¢ “Whenever malefics in superior aspect receive the chronocratorship from stars in inferior 
aspect, they make the bad even worse, even if they are in opposition to benefics and are 


receiving from them. When trine <with benefics> they make their results more agreeable and 
mild.’°” 


¢ “The receivers are considered more influential than the transmitters: it is better if a benefic 
transmits to a benefic than if a malefic transmits to a benefic; it is the worst if a malefic 
transmits to a malefic.”’ 


“ 


° orecasts will be quite definite with respect to actions and critical points when the same stars 
come into the same configuration they had at the nativitv—as the divine Critodemus reminds 
us.” It happens every 12 years. 


, 


¢ “The transmissions or receptions from signs of equal rising time must be considered active.’ 


26 While I think Valens is discussing transmission between planets in the profected chart, I wonder if the hand-offs apply 
from year to year the same way distributors hand-off from bound to bound when directing by term? 
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Book VI.2 


“Tf afflicted benefics control the chronocratorships, both good and bad happen: damage with 
profit, ill-repute with high rank, ruin, dangerous accusations, fears, easily-cured diseases.” 


“Tt is necessary to compare the influences of the transmissions to see which type is more 
vigorous: if the malefic, then the native will fail in his expectations for good, will feed on vain 
hopes, and will experience bitter grief; if the benefic, the native will overcome delay, distress, 
reversals, and expenses, or he will escape from injuries, suffering, and mortal crises combined 
with fears and dangers. Of necessity he will endure punishment and will consider that very 
thing an excellent gain.” 


“Tt is also necessary to make a determination about the “encounters” with the degree of the 
Ascendant, because it is from these encounters that the critical, the diseased, the injurious, and 
the dangerous chronocratorships are discovered, and on the other hand, the healthy, the 
delightful, the lovey, and the desired times — all according to the presence of benefics or 
malefics.”” 


Book VII.2 


“Those stars which are in superior aspect or which are opposed to each other are most 


powerful; those which are in their own or in opportune signs and which rule the 
chronocratorship are most vigorous and active in producing results.” 


“Let the opposition of Saturn and Jupiter be considered productive and beneficial, particularly 
when these stars are in their own signs, provided that this configuration is not harmed by 
another afflicting influence. Likewise, the mutual configuration of Jupiter and Mars is good, if 
it happens to be in appropriate signs.” 


“One star in another's sign and having some relationship with it is productive and beneficial 
during the applicable chronocratorship.” 
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Book IX 


Book IX.3 


Valens lists all 12 places and their derivatives: 


1. Life, basis of years, the psychic spirit i.e. the Ascendant itself 
11" (children and friends) from the 3“ of Brothers 
10" (action) from the 4" of Parents 
7" (marriage bringer) from the 7" of Women 
9" from the 5" of Children 


2. Livelihood, income from property 
12" (slaves and enemies, afflicting crises) from the 3" of Brothers 
11" (friends) from the 4" of Parents 
10" (action, rank) from the 5" of Children 
8" (death) from the 7" of Women 
If the ruler of the SAN is in this place or opposed to it, it indicates exile 


3. Brothers 
12" (enemies, slaves) from the 4" of Parents 
9" (rank, occupation, childbearing, the Queen) from the 7" of Women 


4. Parents, religious and secret matters, estates, property, and treasure-troves 
2™ (livelihood) from the 3“ of Brothers 
10" (rank, occupation) from the 7" of Women 


5. The life of children, the Good Fortune 
3"! (step-brothers, the Goddess, the Queen) from the 3 of Brothers 
11" (the Good Daimon) from the 7" of Women 


6. Injuries, illness, afflicting crises 
3" from the 4" of Parents 
4" (step- or suppositious parents) the 3“ of Brothers 


7. Marriage-bringer, women 
5" from the 3" of Brothers 
4" (parents, estates, property, treasure-troves, religious matters) from the 4" of Parents 


8. Death 
6" (injuries, disease) from the 3" of Brothers 
2™! (livelihood) from the 7° of Women 


9. Foreign lands, God, the King, prophecy, money matters 
7" (marriage-bringer) from the 3™ of Brothers 
6" (injuries, diseases, afflicting crises) from the 4" of Parents 
3" (brothers) from the 7" place of Women 
8" (death) from the 2"! of Livelihood 


10. Occupation and rank 


11. 


12. 
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" (estates, property, religious undertakings, parents) from the 7" of Women 


he Good Daimon, friends, desires, acquisition 

" (prophecy, God, King, money matters) from the 3" of Brothers 
' (death) from the 4" of Parents 

' (marriage-bringer) from the 5" of Children 

" (step-children) from the 7" of Women 
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Enemies, slaves, afflicting crises 

10" (occupation, rank) from the 3" of Brothers 
9" (travel, God, King) from the 4" of Parents 

8" (death) from the 5" of Children 

6" (injuries, disease) from the 7" place of Women 


“Determine the ruler of the Places, i.e. which ruler of which sign is in which Place. In the 
proper determination of chronocrators, determine from which Place to which Place the 
chronocratorship is passing, and count off the years of each star from each Place. The XII 
Places, when compared in circular order with each other in this way will make the results and 
the type of result obvious.” 


Equal Houses 


“First of all, it is necessary to calculate the positions of the Places in degrees: count from 
whatever point has been determined to be the Ascendant until you have completed 30° of the 
first Place; this be the Place of Life. Then proceed until you have completed another 30°, the 
Place of Livelihood. Continue in the order of the signs.” 


“Often two Places will fall in one sign and will indicate both qualities according to the number 
of degrees each one occupies” 


“Likewise examine in which sign the ruler of the sign is and which Place it controls (according 
to its degree-position in the horoscope). ” 


“Tf it is calculated that each Place exactly corresponds to each sign in the chart as a whole (a 
circumstance which is rare), then the native will be involved in confinement, violence, and 
entangling affairs. If the star of Mercury is associated with these chronocrators (i.e. with the 
sign of the Sun or with the signs belonging to the star of Mars), then this circumstance indicates 
that the attack or the confinement occurs because of documents. And so on.” 


He goes on, at this point, describing what sounds like two forms of directions: 


add the age on the birthday to the birth date and cast a horoscope for that day . He notes that the 
positions of Saturn, Jupiter, and Mars will have barely changed (Secondary Progression?) , then 


add the age in years to the birth date and cast a chart for that date in the current year; in this 
method the outer planets can form squares, trine, and oppositions 


He refers to both charts as “‘transits”’. 


27 Think he's referring to the sign on the Asc being in Leo or Aries or Scorpio. 
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Masha’‘Allah trans. by Benjamin Dykes 


“[2] But it is nevertheless necessary to attend even to the sign of the annual cycle—like if, for 
example, the east of the birth-year is Aquarius, that of the second [year] is Pisces, of the third 
Aries, of the fourth Taurus, and, for this sequence of the order [you will give] one sign to individual 
years. 


And so, the year of the cycle being completed, it will be proper to know more diligently in what sign 
it falls, and what place it was holding onto under the root, and what stars were staying in it, even 
whether any of these are helping the native or resist him, does the house belong to a fortunate one 
or rather to the unlucky ones, [and] at length which stars possess it under the annual cycle, indeed 
no less [than], with it appearing empty, whether they are regarding it from a tetragon or 
opposition, trigon, [or] hexagon.” (p.185) 


“[3] Moreover....,in what place the [Lord of the year] had been in the natal root, and what its virtue 
and power had been, and, while the annual cycle returned, what [was] its place, even had it been 
oriental or occidental, under the rays or outside of them, direct or retrograde, under the support of 
which stars or which ones are observing, even with which ones and under whose regard (from the 
trigon, tetragon, hexagon, or opposition), or in whose domicile, bound and kingdom [exaltation] 
and triplicity.”’ (p.185) 


He goes on to giving delineation information for each planet acting as Lord of the Year; in general 
we are advised to consider, for each planet: 
* their place 
¢ if they are “oriental, free of burning, traversing in [their] own or a friendly lodging-place, 
and a safe place, and under the regard of the benevolents” then good things happen from 
the things denoted by the place and sign occupied 
¢ “note the Lots and their Lords: which ones fall with the [Lord of the Year]” and whether 
they are under the influence of fortunes or infortunes 
¢ if they are retrograde, “scorched”, western, averse from their domiciles “especially in a 
peregrine sign or [the] domicile of enemies” without the regard of benefics then problems 
and harm occur, in particular if Mars is involved with them 


If a house in the radix and the profected holds a malefic (i.e. radix 2" and profected 2) then the 
indications are more “dangerous” while benefics in the same houses are fortunate.”® 


If the lord of the year is a malefic and occupies the 6" it indicates “a severe and intolerable disease”. 
(p.206 [7]) 


“Find the lots which 'belong' to the [Lord of the year], and interpret the matters of the Lots according 
to it and the lordship over the Lots.” (p.208) 


28 The text (IV.14.5) refers to transit planets occupying both places; I've adapted their meaning to “profected” planets. 
29 In a footnote, Dykes says he thinks lots of the same signification as the LoY are meant, i.e. if Venus rules, then look at 
marriage lots, their lords and Venus. 
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Masha'Allah groups every 7 days after birth into a week and assigns the ruler of the 1“ to the first week 
after birth, the next planet (in chart order) to the 2" week, the next planet to the 3“ week, etc with the 
weeks repeating every 49 weeks. (p.211) 
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Omar trans by Robert Hand 


Profection 


“If moreover you wish to know the time, direct from the degree of the Ascendant to the bodies of the 
malefics and the square or opposition aspect of these, at a month for each sign according to equal 
degrees; but if.a year should pass, change to profections giving a year for every 30 degrees...” 
(p.3) 


“...[it is such] that you should look from the degree to which the profection of the Ascendant comes 
at [the rate of] 30 degrees for one year. After this reckon from the degree to which the [profection 
of the] year comes at [rate of] a completion of 30 degrees and [this] for every year; that is, you 
will give 30 degrees for every year.” (p.27) 


“And understand that the sign of the profection should always be like the degree of the Ascendant 
because every 30 degrees are a year. For, it is like unto the Ascendant of the radix, an example of 
which is this: If the Ascendant of the radix is 10 degrees of Aries, the sign of the profection in the 
second year therefore will be [10] degrees of Taurus. In a similar manner [it is] always at one sign 
for each year, if God wills” (p.35) 


“Moreover, in the year of the native [his current year] the year of a profection arrives at the sign of 
the profection to degree and minute which is like unto that of the Ascendant according to the rate 
which is given, 30 degrees will take of these degrees up to the completion of 30 [degrees] from the 
sign which follows according to equal degrees*”.” (p.49) 


“For also there are two directions from the revolution of the year: the one, to wit, in order to know 
the minora esse day-by-day up to the completion of the year; and the other [in order to know] the 
maiora esse; and perhaps there is one such state of being or two or more. And this is known from 
the sign of the profection, and I shall myself expound to these modes, if God wills.” (p.47) 


Maiora Esse (Greater Being) 


“Then you will look at how many degrees as it were [there are] between the degree to which [the profection 
of] year has come and the degree of a fortune or malefic; and you will take the surplus which there is 
between them, and you will multiply the degrees into [twelve] and the seventh part of a whole, and 
according to the quantity of their degrees you will take of the days; and when there is a conjunction of the 
degree with a malefic, there will be hardship and an evil state of being of the life; and when it comes to 
fortunes according to the quantity of the same number multiplied twelve times [and the seventh part of a 
whole] it signifies bounty and an enlarging of the native ’s state, and an evenness and healthiness of the 
native s complexion according to the quality of the nature of that fortune in the circle, that is, if it is the lord 
of substance, it signifies substance, and if it is the lord of the house of kingship, it signifies kingship or a 
house from a king.” (p.29) 


“Similarly, if you wish to understand the maiora esse of the native, multiply the degrees of the sign 
of the profection and the rays of the malefics and fortunes, that is, the degrees which are between 
the sign of the profection and the rays; multiply the degrees by 12 degrees and the sixth part of one; 
and at that number of days the status of the native will be changed from good into bad, or from bad 


30 “Equal degrees” are degrees in zodiacal longitude; “unequal degrees” are equatorial degrees (degrees in ascensions) 
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into good, according to the nature of the lord of the rays, whether it is good or evil.” (p.35) 


“Now I will put forth for you an example by which you will direct, and, in order that you may 
always take steps, I have looked at the directions of this nativity. The Ascendant was the 5th degree 
of Taurus, and there was no planet in it nor the rays of planets which were more than 5 degrees, 
except the Moon. She was, however, in the sextile aspect of the Ascendant in Cancer, to wit, in the 
24th degree {sextile falls at 24 Taurus}. I took the 5 degrees of the Ascendant for the 24 degrees of 
the rays of the Moon in the Ascendant, and there remained 19 degrees. We have said that the 
Ascendant disposes 19 days up to where it comes to the disposition of the Moon by the rays of the 
sextile. 


After this the Moon disposes to the completion of thirty degrees from the Ascendant and from the 
second [house] to two complete degrees of the nine degrees up to where it comes to the light of the 
rays of the sextile aspect of Saturn. Thereupon, Saturn receives the disposition up to where it comes 
to the light of the sextile aspect of Venus because the nearest of the planets to the rays of Saturn 
after Saturn was Venus. Therefore, we take the degrees of Saturn from Venus, and there remained 
four degrees. 


We have said that Saturn disposes four days; after this we subtracted Venus from Mercury, and 
there remained eight days. Thereupon, we subtracted Mercury from Jupiter, and there remained 
thirty [degrees]; and we have said that Mercury disposes thirty days. After this we subtracted the 
twenty-seven degrees of Jupiter from thirty, and there remained three days of Gemini. One does 
likewise to the completion of the twelve houses.” (p.37-38) 


“And if some planet aspects the degree of the Ascendant from a like degree there will be no 
disposition for the Ascendant, but there is a disposition for the planet because the planet occupies 
the [degree and] minute [of the Ascendant].”’ (p.38) 


“We looked, therefore, and the Ascendant was 15 degrees of Capricorn, and Jupiter was in the this 
degree to the degree, that is, in the same degree as the Ascendant; and we have directed the degree 
of Jupiter because there was no work for the Ascendant. [It is done] similarly when you see in 
every place something similar to this.” (p.41) 


Minora Esse (Lesser Being) 


“And in the revolutions of the years of the nativities in order to know the state of the years of the 
native you will direct from the degree of the Ascendant to fortunes and malefics at one day for each 
59 minutes and 8 seconds. 


And when the completion of the sum comes to fortunes, it signifies preservation, prosperity, and 
profit. And when it comes to malefics, it signifies that there is illness and loss and the commixing of 
these, unless God does not will it.” (p. 26-27) 


“To work the Ascendant in this manner, you revolve the year from the Ascendant up to the point 
where it again returns to the Ascendant, if God wills; And so you will do so in order to know the 
state [of the native].... in order to know the minora esse.”’ (p.38) 


“In the direction of the Ascendant, in order to understand the [natives] state of being, you will 


Extracts and Notes on Profections 


always direct from the degree of the Ascendant to the rays of malefics and fortunes up until the 
completion of 360 degrees, until it returns again to the degree of the Ascendant, at [the rate of] 
59’8” from the second day by equal degrees; and when it arrives at fortunes and planets which are 
givers and receivers, [free] from malefics, we will say that the native will find substance, and he 
will have gain, and he will be in good health in the that same disposition, and there will be success, 
and gain of substance according to the substance of the planet and the substance of the signs, that 
is of the domicile in which the planet is, which pertains to a planet from the circle when the planet 
disposes, as God wills.” (p.47) 


“And the planet which projects its rays to the degree and minute of the Ascendant will be the 
dispositor in the beginning of the matter. But if a planet does not project rays to the degree of the 
Ascendant, we assign the disposition to the degree of the Ascendant until it will apply to a planet or 
to the rays of a planet, and we will say the judgment in this matter will be according to the lord of 
the Ascendant. After this you will give the disposition to the lord of the rays to which the disposition 
is applied, just as we have previously said to you.” (p. 47-48) 
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Abu Ma'shar trans. by Ben Dykes 


From the Introduction 


The word profection is from a Latin word meaning “to set out on a journey” 
often referred to in the older texts as turning 


everything can be profected but the most common profection is from the Ascendant which 


“signifies the life generally, the profection of the Ascendant shows how the theme of life is 
affected and expressed every year’’(p.38) 


“a profection which terminates at a planet in fall, is different from one which terminates at a 
planet in exaltation” (p38) 


“when the profection terminates at any given sign, it will often take on the meaning of that 
house topic...it seems the house meaning is emphasized mainly when there is actually a planet 
in it....But the house position of the lord of the year always matters.” (p38) 


Profections or Turnings 


“And the beginning of the year in which the native is born, has the indication of each of the 
indicators according to the condition of the sign in which it is; then from that, the indication of 
every year terminates at the sign which follows it, a sign for every year, until the end of his 
lifespan: so the indicator of the year of birth is the sign of the Ascendant, and the indicator of 
the second year is the second sign from it, and the indicator of the third year is the third sign 
from it, and the fourth year is the fourth sign from it—and the termination of the year of each of 
the indicators at one of the signs will be in this manner.” (1.2.5) 


“In the revolution of years*' you ought to look at the Ascendant of the root”, and for every year 
the native has completed, cast out one sign from it: the sign which the intended year reaches is 


the “sign of the terminal point,” and its lord is the “lord of the year” (and in Persian it is 
called the salkhudhah).”’ (11.3.1) 


“Now, every one of the seven planets, the twelve houses, and the twelve Lots, is turned at the 
revolutions of years from its own position (a year for every sign), and is directed from its degree 
(a year for every degree); and when any of them, by turning or by direction, reaches a sign or 
planetary fortune or infortune, it produces the indications of that sign or planet (whether good 
fortune or misfortune), according to their indication” (V1.2.1) 


31 The “revolution of the year’ refers to the Solar Return for the year. 
32 The “root” is the natal chart. 
33 The “terminal point” is the profected sign for the year. 
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Knowledge based on what is turned/directed 


Abu Ma'shar lists what each house is “turned” for along with the planets and Lots that indicate the 
same “for every planet is turned in the houses as well as directed from its own place, degree by 
degree, for making conclusions about what is indicated”: (V1.2.1-20) 


House Planet Lot(s) For knowledge of the condition of the: 

Ist 7D body 

Va. Fortune assets 
Assets* (L2 to C2)t 

a Brothers (5 to 2) Siblings (older, middle, younger 

shown by triplicity lords) 

4" QOor® Father (O to 5) Father 

5" Children (4 to 5) Children 

6" Slaves (% to D) Slaves, illnesses 
Illnesses (5 to 0) 

- Women (L9 to C9)+ Women 

gm Death (D to 8"+5)}+ ~— Death and catastrophes 

gt Travel (L9 to C9)+ Travel 

10° QorD* Mother (2 to D) Mother 

oO Authority (5 to D) Authority and rank 

Action/Work (% to 0’) 

We Friends (9D to 9) Hope and friends 

12" Necessity (@ to ®) Enemies and riding animals 
Slaves (% to D) 
Enemies (L12 to C12)t 


+ these Lots are “probably not reversed by night”. 


He also instructs us to look at the applicable triplicity lords at birth (based on the sect light) and how 
they are in “the revolution’*’; paying particular attention to the one active according to the person's age 


at the time. 


34 Dykes gives Sahl's definitions for the Lots (he doesn't name those given for the 12", I used their most commonly used 
names) 

35 Sun in a diurnal chart, Saturn in a night chart 

36 Venus in a diurnal chart, the Moon in a night chart 

37 Abu Ma'shar uses SR's, I am not including them in my investigations but thought it best to include his original reference 
to them. 


Extracts and Notes on Profections 


Profection “Process” 


¢ “And if the year reached one of the signs, and in it was an alien planet (or [even if] it has a 
claim in it) be it a fortune or infortune, then it will not complete its indication in that year 
(whether for good or bad), but it does indicate some of it: and when the year reaches a sign of 
that planet, it will finish its indication. And an example of that is if the year reached Taurus, 
and the Moon was in it in the root, and the Moon in this year indicates some good fortune: but 
when the year reaches Cancer, the Moon will complete her indication of good fortune.” 
(VI1.4.32-33)** 


Method of Interpretation (II.3) 
¢ “Examine this [profected] sign in the root of the nativity, [and see]: 


1. in which of the houses of the circle it is (which are the stakes or what follows them, or 

those falling from them), and 

whose house, exaltation, and triplicity it is in (of fortunes or infortunes), and 

which of the planets is in it in the root, as well as the Lots and twelfth-parts, and 

who had been inspecting it or casting its rays at it from the seven directions, and 

from which sign and degree they were looking at it or casting their rays at it (of the 

signs helpful to it, or undermining it, or befriending it or hostile to it,* or from the signs 

great in the length of day or shorter [in it], or mating in ascensions or matching in the 

belt)” and 

6. are they” fortunes or infortunes, and 

7. to what bound, face, ninth-part, and degree (of the bright or dark degrees) they cast 
their rays, and 

8. [if] perhaps the sign of the terminal point in the root was falling away from® the view of 
the planets and the casting of their rays to it 


wRWN 


° “Now if the sign of the terminal point was [1] safe from the harmful infortunes (both those 
rooted and revolutionary), and its lord is direct in course (in both the root and the revolution), 
in its own domain (of the condition of day or night), in its own glow, in a sign in which it has a 
claim, and it is strong, in a suitable condition in itself and in relation to the aspect of the 
planets and their rays, and with respect to their twelfth-parts, in an excellent place from the 
Ascendant of the root (as well as [from] the sign of the terminal point and the Ascendant of the 
revolution), then that is an indicator of the safety of the body for the owner [of the chart]..., and 
the goodness of his souls, and his delighting in the things which the lord of the year indicates 
(as well as the planets supporting it in the root of the nativity and the revolution): such as 


38 This is the first time I've come across the idea of a “profection process”. The example has the year equated to Taurus 
with the Moon in it as the start of the process and the profected year in Cancer as the end of the process. Dykes 
introduction has it reversed; the sign starts the process, the sign containing the domicile ruler ends it “When a sign is 
activated by profection, it not only indicates matters for that year, but also begins a process which continues on past that 
year until the profection reaches its lord: then the process culminates with some event in that year.” (p40). 

39 If the signs are sextile/trine or square/opposing 

40 Look for mitigating conditions 

41 Dykes footnote “That is, the ones looking at the sign of the terminal point.” 

42 Dkyes footnote: That is, 'in aversion to.' 
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assets, class and rank, the acquisition of property, the production of children, the ownership of 
slaves or an increase in them, or delighting in women—in accordance with their natures and 
houses.” 


¢ But if the lord of the years was [2] in a suitable condition in the root just as we stated, and in 
the revolution it was contrary to that (in terms of retrogradation, burning, being under the rays, 
or exile, and westernization from the Sun, or the assembly of the infortunes or their inspection, 
or its being in the contrary of its domain [sect], or the rest of what is like that), then it indicates 
weakness in that year, and a decrease in everything we stated, in accordance with what the 
combination of planets [would indicate] (of an abundance of beneficial conditions or their 
scarcity). 


° Now if the lord of the year was in [3] a bad condition in the root and in the revolution it was in 
an excellent condition, it indicates that his condition will improve somewhat in that year, and it 
will revive things for him in it, which he will delight in: because the indication of the lord of the 
year is very powerful for the conditions of the year. 


¢ And if the lord of the year was in [4] a bad condition in both the root and the revolution, it 
indicates an excess of adversity in the category of what it indicates. 


¢ And along with this, you should look at [the lord of the year] where it is, in the houses of the 
circle (in the root as well as the revolution), and whether it is received but not made 
unfortunate, or made unfortunate [as well as] not being received: 


¢ For if it was in a suitable condition in both of the times, excellent in its position in the circle, 
received, then it indicates obtaining good, benefit and power. But if it was in an excellent 
condition and position in the root, and in the revolution it was like that as well except that it is 
not received, then it indicates that he will come to the brink of gain, benefit, and much good, bt 
then it will decrease after that and be corrupted. 


¢ And if in the root and the revolution it was in a bad condition and position in the houses of the 
circle, but it is received, then it indicates that hew ill have a little good and benefit from the 
underclass, and from every bad work and loss. And if in addition to the badness of its condition 
in the two times the lord of the year was in a stake of the Ascendant of the year in the 
revolution, and a planet not receiving it was making it unfortunate from the square or 
opposition, then it indicates a detestable thing and illnesses appearing in that year. Now if that 
infortune was retrograde or going towards burning, then it indicates that the harshness will 
reach him from no [particular] direction® 


¢ And if [the lord of the year] was made unfortunate in both of the times, in a stake, it is harsher 
and more powerful for the tribulation. But if the lord of the year was not in the stakes in the two 
times and is made unfortunate [while still] looking at the Ascendant, it is below what we stated, 
and no one apart from his family and close friends will know what afflicts him. And if it was in 
the four positions which do not look at the Ascendant (and they are the second, sixth, eighth, 
and twelfth), then that detestable thing will be hidden, with no one knowing about it. And if, 
along with its falling away from an aspect to the Ascendant, a planet does look at it form a 
stake, then that will appear after being concealed; but if [the lord of the year] was [the one] 
connecting with a planet in the stake, he himself will be the one who divulges that, by himself. 


¢ And be sure to examine the assembling of the lord of the year with the planets and [their] rays, 


43 Dykes footnote: “Or perhaps, for no particular reason”’ 
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and the Lots and the twelfth-parts: because the indication of each one of them will appear in 
accordance with its condition in itself (in terms of suitability or corruption). 


Indications from the Lord of the Year 


Abu Ma'shar walks through the planets alone and in combination when they are lord of the year (11.4- 
11.23). The following are generalized instructions extracted from the descriptions of Saturn as Lord of 
the Year in particular. 


¢ “[S]ometimes an infortune indicates good fortune and a fortune [indicates] misfortune, 
through the difference of [their] conditions” (11.4.1) 


¢ “For if an infortune was in a bad condition, then through its nature as well as the badness of its 
condition it indicates a detestable thing and corruption—and if it is assembled with or looked 
at another [planet] in that condition it is in, from whatever direction the aspect was, then it 
makes it unfortunate.” (11.4.2) 


¢ “But as for if the infortune was in a suitable condition, then it will not do harm from the trine 
and sextile, but does indicate suitability and the good.” (11.4.3) 


¢ “And if a fortune was in a bad condition, weak, the indication of its good fortune is weakened; 
so if a corrupting infortune or a planet in a bad condition looks at it [while it is] in that 
condition, [the fortune] will take on its detestable thing and the badness of its condition, and 
will indicate misfortune and corruption, in the category [of things] which its nature indicates, 
and the reason for it will be due to the nature of the infortune.”’ (1.4.4) 


¢  “[So] when Saturn is in a bad condition, and Jupiter or (one of the fortunes in a suitable 
condition) looks at him, it blunts his evil, and the more that the corruption of his condition is 
reduced, his indication for evil will be weaker; and the more that he increases in the 
suitability of his condition and looks at one of the planets, his corruption due to that planet, and 
his indication for something detestable, will be reduced or less.” (11.4.5) 

¢ Advises us to look first at the LoY on its own in both the root and the revolution and lists the 
suitable conditions: 


° eastern 
© in his own glow 
© direct in course and increasing in it 


© in his domicile or exaltation or the other places where he has dignity or of friends or 
supporters 
© in an excellent position in the house 


© in his own domain [sect] 


¢ Ifthe above holds true for Saturn then “/the native] will be a manger for beneficial works, 
being effective in them, strong, enduring in them, and especially in what there is of the 
management of lands and villages, and construction in real estate, and acquiring it, and 


44 Dykes think Ma'shar is referring to Jupiter here but I think he is referring to the condition of Saturn being improved and 
so lessening his ability to do detestable things when connected with planets other than Jupiter i.e. his connection with 
Jupiter improves his overall condition and hence his effect when involved with other planets. 
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building houses and dwellings, and the discovery of water for wells, and the planting of trees, 
and sowing [crops].” (11.4.6) 


Saturn-Jupiter 


¢ Ma'shar then combines these indications with planets in aspect; modifying them accordingly in 
both the root and in the revolution. For example, “Now if the nativity was of the births of nobles 
and kings, and Saturn was just as we have stated concerning a suitable condition, and he is in 
the trine of Jupiter” in the root, then it indicates for the [native]...the building of cities and 
castles, and enclosures encircling them, and the raising of walls which are like that, and 
making use of gardens, and drawing [water from] channels, and the excavation of stream beds 
and rivers, and putting in order what had already been corrupted of [those things] before that. 
And if Jupiter looked at him from sextile in the root, his condition will be close to that as well.” 
(II.4.7-8) 

¢ “Now if Jupiter was looking at him in the revolution from the trine or sextile, from an excellent 
position, in addition to his looking at him in the root, then along with those things which we 
stated) it indicates that he will have dignity and delight, and he will acquire assets from the 
powerful and the nobles, along with their praise towards him, and he will be a master of favor, 
judgment, dignity and prudence, and he will be benefited in every work he does, and will 
delight in children. And if Saturn (in that year, or in the root, or in both times) was in the sign of 
kings [fiery signs] when Jupiter looked at him, then in that year he will manage the works of 
kings.” (II.4.9-10) 

¢ “And you should also look at the rays, the Lots, and the twelfth-parts which are in the root of 
the nativity and in the revolution, [to see] which of them is with Saturn or which one he looks at 
in the two times with an aspect of power and friendship, for it will indicate suitability in the 
category [of things] which they indicate.” (I1.4.12) 

¢ “Now if Saturn had a share in his own place, or the lord of the house of the Lot was looking at 
the Lot from a sign in which [Saturn] has a claim, or from the sign of his friend, and the place 
of the aspects to it are like that, the good which the Lot indicates will be from a known 
direction, or from a male or female friend. But if he was in an alien sign or in a sign of his 
enemy, that will be from a foreign man or woman, and enemies.” (I1.4.13-14) 


Saturn-Mars 


¢ “Now if Saturn was the lord of the year, and he and Mars are in a suitable condition in the root 
and the revolution, and Mars looked at him from the trine or sextile in the two times, and one of 
them receives his associate (or they were both received by a single planet), then in that year 
[the native] will embark upon what will benefit him, and he will increase in his assets and rank, 


and will associate with kings, and will delight in brothers, and their condition will be suitable.” 
(11.4.15) 


¢ “And if Mars assembled with him in the two times and they are in a suitable condition in both, 
then in that year he will be of a good character, correct in his opinion, and the satisfying of his 
needs will become easy, and he will be eminent in his expenditures, and he will squander assets. 
But if the assembling of Mars with him or his looking at him was in [only] one of the two times, 
it decreases everything we stated.” (II.4.16-17) 


45 Jupiter here is also assumed to be in suitable condition 
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Al-Qabisi trans by Burnett, Yamaoto, Yano 


Book IV.8 


“Pertaining to this is the sign of the intiha (terminal point) in the years of the nativities and in the 
years of the world. As for the years of the nativities, knowledge of this is that you consider the 
complete solar years which have passed for the native and take a sign for each yea, and you begin 
with the ascendant of the nativity in the order of the signs, and the sign which is next to the sign 
where the counting is exhausted is the sign of the intiha from the ascendant belonging to the year 
being entered, i.e. the year which you do not enter while counting, in the same degree as is the 
ascendant of the base nativity. Its lord is called the salhuday, which means 'the lord of the year.' 


Likewise you count from the sign of the Sun, one sign for each year and the sign of of the intiha 
from Sun results for you. Likewise, from the sign of the Moon, in order to derive the sign of the 
intiha from the Moon. Likewise, from the midheaven, and from the Lot of Fortune, in the same 

degree as in the base nativity. 


“An example of this: the native was born when the ascendant was 17 degrees of Capricorn, the 
Midheaven eight degrees of Scorpio, the Sun 15 degrees of Pisces, the Moon 15 degrees of Libra, 
and the Lot of Fortune 19 degrees of Leo. Three complete years have passed for the native. The 
fourth year has arrived for him from the ascendant to Aries which is the fourth sign, i.e. from 17 
degrees of Capricorn. The degree of the Moon arrives at 15 degrees of Capricorn. Mars is the 
salhuday. It (the intiha) moves from the position of the Sun to 15 degrees of Gemini. The intiha from 
the midheaven is to eight degrees of Aquarius. The intiha of the Lot of Fortune is to 19 degrees of 
Scorpio. 


When the year arrives at any degree of any sign and there is a planet or its rays inbetween this 
degree and the equivalent degree of the sign which follows it, namely, the degree at which the next 
year will arrive, and you want to know when it will arrive at this planet or <its> ray, you look at 
the degrees and minutes between the degree at which the year has arrived and the planet or <its> 
rays, and multiply them by 12 and one sixth*’. What results is the days in the year in which you 
are. 


46 Omar's maiora esse. He also mentions directing the Ascendant by 59’’08' but for each degree of ascension, not longitude. 
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Al-biruni trans by R. Ramsey Wright 


Section 522 


“The termini of the years are determined as follows; a sign being given to each year, the end of the 
second year is in the second sign at the same degree as the ascendant, and so with the third. When 
the signs and degrees of the yearly terms have been learnt, each year is divided into (thirteen) 
months of 28 days I hour 51 minutes and a sign to each given, so that the last month ends at the 
same degree as the radical ascendant has the same sign as the first, while the first month of the 
next year has the same sign as the year; similarly a sign is given to each of thirteen periods of 2 
days 3 hours 50 minutes, the end of the last of these periods coinciding with the end of the montly 
term. 


The lord of the week is determined as follows: take the days elapsed since birth and divide by 7, 
note the product, and count on the same number of signs from the ascendant of the radix, the one 
you arrive at is the sign of the week. Then count the remainder which is less than 7 from the lord of 
the ascendant in the direction opposite to the succession of the signs, the wee sign you thus arrive 
at is the lord of the day of the week in question. There are astrologers who proceed in the direction 
of the signs, not contrary thereto.” 
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Ibn Ezra trans by Meira Epstein 
From The Book of Nativities and Revolutions, ARHAT 


Profection 


“The fifth” [thing to observe] is the end sign, and that is always [counted] in even degrees 
(zodiacal). And so you will do. In the first year the end sign is from the beginning of the rising 
degree [counting] 30 degrees until the next sign [and so on]. 


And look to see if there is a benefic planet there in the nativity, [for] it indicates good for him that 
year, [...] and if a malefic planet [is there], it is the opposite, as it will bring him illness or harm 
according to its place; for if it is in the sixth house, it indicates illness, if in the eighth, [it will 
indicate] fear for life, if in the secon, [it will indicate] loss of money, if in the fifth, [it will indicate] 
worry concerning children, and likewise for all the houses according to what they signify. 


And if in the [annual] revolutions there is a benefic planet in the end sign, it indicates good that 
will come to the native that has not been anticipated, and if [an] evil [planet, then it is] the 
opposite®. 


The sixth [thing to observe] is the end sign from the place of life, [counted] in even degrees up to 
thirty (for one year). So you will do every year until the end of twelve years which is the number of 
the signs, and this (twelve-year cycle) is repeated until his death” (p. 79) 


Months 


“Observe in the nativity the place of the planets and the Lot of Fortune, and assign to each month a 
sign, and begin counting from the rising degree up to 30 degrees for 30 days and 10 hours. The 
month that arrives at a benefic planet will indicate good, and the opposite if it arrives at a malefic 
[planet]. 


Enoch said that when the end-sign (the profection) is [in] the first house, or the fifth or the seventh 
or the ninth or the tenth or the eleventh, it is an indication of a good year, except when there is a 
malefic in [any of] these places. 


47 The previous four things to observe were the natal chart, the triplicity rulers, Ptolemy's Ages of Man which assigns 
periods to each of the planets, and the A/ Firdar. 
48 This likely refers to the Solar Return for the year. 


